
Two Year Bible Trek 

Week 103 

1 John; 2 John; 3 John; Jude 

 

Key Concepts:  The key concept in the John letters is that the primary duty of Christians is to love 

one another.  Jude is a warning against false teachers. 

Background:  The three letters of John are either authored by the same writer as the Gospel of 

John or come from the same community.  They contain much of the same language and theology as the 

Gospel.  Also these are not letters but sermons.  Jude is a letter attributed to the brother of James (an early 

church leader and possibly the brother of Jesus). 

 Brief Summary:  Introduction (1 John 1:1-1:10) the writer opens by noting several of the 

important themes of the Gospel of John; Jesus was from the beginning, was life made real and that 

believers are connected to God through Jesus.  In addition the writer notes that God is light and that we 

are to walk in that light.  Finally there is a marvelous passage about the fact that we have all sinned but if 

we confess we will be forgiven. 

   Reminders of what Matters (1 John 2:1-2:17) The writer offers his reasons for writing; that the 

believers should strive not to sin, but instead should keep Christ’s commandments, love one another, 

know that believers have overcome the world, and to love God rather than the world. 

 Warnings (1 John 2:18-29) Evidently there were former members of the church who had left and 

now returned with the message that Jesus was not the messiah.  The letters recipients are instructed to 

abide in Christ because in Christ they know the Father and have eternal life. 

 Love One Another (1 John 3:1-24) The writer returns to the theme of loving one another.  Those 

who do not love, are from the devil.  But those in the church have passed from death to life in Christ and 

so are capable of and are called to love. 

 Testing the Spirits (1 John 4:1-4:6) The church is to test the spirits (messages) because there are 

false prophets who proclaim a different message about Jesus, that he is not God. 

 Love One another (1 John 4:7-21) Once again the sermon returns to love, and this time makes it 

clear that we love only because God first loved us, that God is love, that those who abide in love abide in 

God and that perfect love casts out fear. 

 Summary (1 John 5:1-21) This final section reminds the reader that one is a child of God and has 

life by believing that Jesus is the messiah and obeying God’s commandments.  He then states that there 

are witnesses to this (the Spirit, the water and the blood), and that those who believe have eternal life. 

 Stay Faithful (2 John) this very short letter is addressed to a single church and it carries within it 

two reminders.  First, the people are to continue to love one another.  Second, they are to maintain the 

doctrine that Jesus is the messiah, because those who do not believe this do not have God. 

 To the Elder (3 John) This letter is directed to a specific person (Gaius) who is commended for 

maintaining the truth and welcoming traveling Christians into his home.  There are some other comments 

concerning a particular church member who is not doing as he ought to do. 

 False Teachers (Jude) The letter from Jude is a warning against false teachers who have 

infiltrated the church.  They not only teach unsound doctrine but their style of life does not conform to 

that of Jesus.  The faithful are then reminded that the Apostles predicted the rise of these false teachers 

and made it clear that those teachers were bound for destruction. 

1. What similarities do you see between 1 John and the Gospel of John? 

2. How do you demonstrate your love within the church? 

3. How do you understand the comments in Jude about the Devil?  


