
Walk Through the Bible: a Two Year Trek 

Week 11 

Leviticus 16-27 

 

Key Concepts: The key concept in this section of Leviticus is that everything belongs to God.  

While this appears especially true of Israel, it is also true of animals and the earth itself.  And because all 

belongs to God then special care is to be given in terms of how everything from animals, to fields, to 

strangers and life itself (in the blood) are treated.  As you read this section please consider how God’s 

ownership shapes the rituals. 

Stories: We begin with rituals concerning the slaughtering of animals (17), followed by a long list 

of forbidden sexual relationships (18), a series of holiness rules covering a wide variety of topics (19), 

religious rules and additional rules concerning sexual relationships (20), priestly instructions (21-22), the 

sacred calendar (23), some more priestly rules (24), the sabbatical year and the year of jubilee (25), a 

reminder of the blessings of faithfulness and the disaster of unfaithfulness (26) and finally a section on 

religious vows. 

Brief Summary of Stories:  We begin with a section (17) on the appropriate slaughter of animals.  

The instructions are that all animals are to be slaughtered inside the camp and have their blood drained 

before cooking/eating.  There is some debate about whether all animals or only animals intended for 

sacrifice needed to be slaughtered at the altar.  I would argue that it includes all animals.  The reasons for 

this are that it is a reminder that these animals belong to God and that when we kill them their life 

essence (blood) must be returned to God.  These actions make people aware of the sacred nature of all of 

life. 

The next couple of chapters (18-20) offer us a look at how God wants to maintain order in sexual 

and other relationships.  Remembering that God is a God of order and not chaos, God sets boundaries on 

sexual relationships.  These boundaries also insure order in families and in society.  A central prohibition 

is that children are not to be sacrificed because they are God’s and not ours.  We then find relationship 

rules which include care for the poor, the stranger and family.  In 19:18 we find the famous, “…but you 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  There are a few quirky things which include not interbreeding 

animals and rounding off the hair on your temples.   

Priest (21-22) are given an even more expansive set of rules including no tattoos, blemishes, 

trimming their beards or marrying prostitutes or divorced women.  If the priests find themselves unclean 

they are to refrain from partaking of the food dedicated to the priesthood.  In addition, no non-priest can 

partake of the dedicated food (which will become the heart of a story about David later on). 

I want to skip now to chapter 25 in which we read about the sabbatical year and the year of 

jubilee.  These two concepts are central to understanding God’s relationship to creation.  First they 

remind people that creation is God’s and we cannot own it.  We see this in that God demands that all 

fields lie fallow every seventh year, so they too can rest.  We see this as well in the Jubilee year.  The 

Jubilee year is to be celebrated every fifty years, (25:10) during which all property is to be returned to its 

original owners (to whom it was given by God).  The only exceptions are houses within walled cities (go 

figure). 

1. What rituals do you engage in that remind you of the sacredness of all of life? 

2. How would you summarize the essence of the relationship rules laid out in this section of 

scripture? 

3. How do you square our view of property ownership with that of Leviticus? 


