
Two Year Bible Trek 

Week 14 

Deuteronomy 1-19 

 

Key Concepts: The key concept in this section is that Moses is preparing the people for their new 

life in the land that God had promised them by reminding them of their past (good and bad) and of their 

covenant obligation to be a people who follow one God and who live by the Law that God has given. 

Stories: We begin with Moses summarizing the good and the bad of the journey of the Israelites 

in the wilderness (1-3), followed by a call to faithfulness in the God who is both jealous and merciful (4), a 

rendition of the Ten Commandments and their history (5), the meaning and keeping of the First 

Commandment (6), a reminder that in their faithfulness God will give them the land (7), a call to 

remember that what they have they have because God gave it to them (8), a reminder of their lack of 

inherent righteousness (9), a reminder of what God requires (10-11),  a call to have one central place of 

worship (12), a warning to be careful of those who would call them to follow other gods (13), a short list 

of laws including a reminder of the ethics of compassion for the poor (14-15), a religious calendar (16:1-

17), rules for judges and kings (16:18-17), the appropriate worship of God and the role of the prophet (18), 

and how justice is to be administered (19). 

Brief Summary:  There are several very important concepts which are presented in this first 

portion of Deuteronomy.   

The first important concept in this section is the understanding that lessons learned in the 

wilderness ought to be remembered and practiced in the new land.  The wilderness was not only a time 

of testing, but it was a time of learning and maturing.  Now that the people are entering the Promised 

Land they are to continually remember that they have this new land because of God’s power and 

faithfulness.  Thus they are to live lives oriented toward God alone, guided by what Moses taught them. 

 A second important concept in this section is a reminder that the Ten Commandments and other 

laws were there for their benefit.  These laws were given in order that all relationships (people to God, 

people to people, people to creation) might be lived in life giving orderly ways.  To wander away from 

God and the Law was to invite disaster because it meant wandering away from the life giving ways that 

God had set before them. 

A Third important concept in this section was the Shema which we read in 6:4-5.  The focus of the 

Shema is not on fearing God, but on loving God with all of one’s being out of gratitude for God’s 

amazing acts of liberation and provision.  This understanding was so important that the people were to 

repeat it, teach it, bind it to their foreheads and place it on their doorposts.  In some ways this sets God 

apart from the other gods.  God is the one who desires a relationship with God’s people based on love 

and not on fear and bribes.   

A fourth important concept has to do with the centralization of worship.  In the past the people of 

God worshiped in numerous locations.  Now, it appears, there is to be a consolidation of worship 

centered at the location of the Tabernacle/Ark/Temple.  Again, this is a reflection of an ordered and 

regulated worship life. 

A fifth important concept has to do with the ethical demands God places upon the people, 

especially those dealing with the poor.  God demands fairness and justice for all, and especially for the 

vulnerable.  The poor are to be cared for because God’s people were once poor slaves themselves. 

1. What things have you learned on your journey of faith that help you to be faithful to God? 

2. How practices do you engage in that remind you to love God with all of your being? 

3. How are you caring for the poor and vulnerable as God calls God’s people to do? 


