
Two Year Bible Trek 

Week 22 

1 Samuel 16-31 

 

Key Concepts: The key concept in the second half of 1 Samuel is that God will reject Saul and 

replace him with David, son of Jesse.   

Stories: These include the selection and anointing of David (16), David’s arrival at Saul’s court 

(16), David battles and kills Goliath (17), Saul begins to be jealous of David (18), David succeeds as a 

warrior, Saul plots to kills David, David flees (19),Saul has an ecstatic experience (19), a second version of 

the break between Saul and David (20), David flees to Nob and Gath (21), David becomes an outlaw and 

Saul has the priest of Nob slaughtered (22), David saves a town and spares Saul’s life (23-24), Samuel dies 

(25), David takes a new wife, Abigail (25), David spares Saul’s life again (26), David flees to the Philistines 

for protection (27), Saul consults a medium and gets a surprise (28), the Philistines become suspicious of 

David (29), David strikes out on his own to gain plunder (30) and Saul and Jonathan die at the Battle of 

Gilboa (31). 

Brief Summary:  In this part of I Samuel we begin to watch Saul become, in my opinion, one of 

the Bible’s great tragic figures.  As you have read earlier, Saul does not seek the kingship but is called to it 

by God and Samuel.  At heart he was probably more suited to farming, yet he was the chosen one and 

successfully defended Israel against the Philistines.  The reasons given in week twenty-two’s readings for 

Saul’s rejection by God are either he sacrificed when he ought not to have sacrificed (though David did 

this without any repercussions) and/or he did not utterly destroy King Agag and all of his flocks.  

Regardless of the reason God sends evil spirits into Saul.  This causes Saul’s behavior to become more 

and more erratic, even though he continues to risk life and limb against Israel’s enemies.   The final straw 

for Saul comes when he attempts to contact the deceased Samuel by means of a medium (which is a 

violation of the Torah).  Ultimately he and Jonathan will die in battle trying to protect God’s people, even 

though God had rejected him. 

We find the death of Samuel in this section.  What is interesting is that there is very little attention 

given to Samuel’s death even though he had played a pivotal role in the rise of the kingship in Israel.  

What his death accomplishes however is that it ends another chapter in the development of Israel.  He is 

the last of the judges and therefore there is no going back.  The kings will rise. 

We meet David.  Once again, as in the case of Saul, David is not out campaigning for the 

kingship.  Samuel is instructed by God to go to the household of Jesse in Benjamin and there God would 

point out the true king.  David is selected.  There are two stories of how he comes to Saul’s attentions.  

The first occurs when Saul is afflicted by an evil spirit and David is sent to soothe him with music.  The 

second occurs when David takes on Goliath.  The rest of the David stories show him to be a very shrewd 

operator.  He is smart enough to use technology against Goliath (stones are always better than a sword), 

to run from Saul when his life is in danger, to not kill Saul and set himself up as a contender to the throne, 

to gather around him a band of misfits (who become his mighty men), to align himself with the 

Philistines when Saul is closing in, to not destroy any Israelite settlements when working for the 

Philistines and finally to send part of his spoils from killing the Amalakites to the elders of Judah in order 

to curry their favor.  We discover David to be a charismatic and wily leader. 

1. What is your take on Saul?  How would you characterize him? 

2. What is your take on Samuel?  How would you characterize him? 

3. What are your first impressions of David?  Do you think he will make a good king?  Why or 

why not? 


