
Two Year Bible Trek 

Week 49 

Week 49 – 1 Kings 5-9; 2 Chronicles 2-8 

 

Key Concepts: the two main concepts in these passages are that Solomon is the Temple builder, 

but that the Temple will not save God’s people unless they continue to align themselves with God and 

God’s Law.. 

Stories: The story of Solomon continues in both of these sets of readings.  In 1 Kings we read 

about the preparations for building the Temple, the actual building of the Temple (including descriptions 

of all of its elaborate components), the dedication of the Temple and a vision given to Solomon 

afterwards.  In 2 Chronicles we follow the same pattern; Solomon deciding to build the Temple, the many 

details of the building itself, the bringing of the Ark into the Temple, the dedication of the Temple 

(including Solomon’s address to the people and his prayer), the consecration of the Temple, and then a 

listing of the other building projects which occurred under Solomon. 

Brief Summary:  The story of God’s people moves forward with the building of the Temple.  As a 

recap we remember that in the wilderness Moses was given instructions as to the building of the Tent of 

Meeting.  This was to be the place where God’s people encountered God and offered the appropriate 

sacrifices.  Once the people settled in the land it seemed appropriate to move from a portable shrine to a 

permanent one.  Though David appears to have expressed a desire to build it, he is denied the 

opportunity which is given to his son Solomon.   

One of the points we should not miss in this discussion of the Temple is its importance in 

consolidating the power of the king.  Prior to this time there were other sacrificial sites scattered 

throughout the land.  These sites were associated with everyone from Abraham to Jacob.  Bethel was one 

of the primary locations.  As long as these locations existed then the people of God could operate in a 

somewhat religiously independent manner.   This would undermine the power of the king.  So by 

consolidating both political and religious operations in Jerusalem (the city of the King), Solomon could 

then finally exert control over all of the tribes. 

A second point we ought not to miss concerns the conflicting claims surrounding who was 

“recruited” or enslaved to build not only the Temple but also all of Solomon’s other building projects.  On 

the one hand there are several places in which it is claimed that only non-Israelites are conscripted (2 

Chronicles 2:17, 8:7;  1 Kings 9:20-21).  This would be appropriate according to earlier statements 

concerning the final disposition of these non-Israelite peoples.  On the other hand there are indications 

that Solomon included Israelites in the conscription as well (1 Kings 5:13 ff).  This view will be confirmed 

in chapter 12 when the men of Israel (the northern tribes) complain to Solomon’s son that he needs to 

back off of the cruel treatment that the people suffered under his father.  In a sense, by conscripting 

Israelites for this service, Solomon is sowing the seeds of national destruction. 

A third point we ought to be aware of is the powerful reminder from Solomon’s prayer that the 

fate of the people is not totally bound up in the Temple.  It is bound up in their faithfulness.  Just as 

faithfulness in the wilderness mattered it will continue to matter even with the Temple and all of its 

sacrifices being present.  Included in this prayer is foreshadowing that the people will indeed turn away 

from God and be carried into captivity.   Thus the Temple is to never be seen as a talisman that can be 

used to prevent disaster.   

1.  What stands out for you in the description of the Temple and its components? 

2. At this point in the story what is your take on Solomon? 

3. How do you relate the construction of the Temple to the construction of your church? 


