
Two Year Bible Trek 

Week 57 

Week 57 – Isaiah 1-12 

 

Key Concepts: The key concepts in these opening chapters of Isaiah are that Judah will be 

punished for the injustice that is running rampant in the nation and that God will send a messiah who 

will restore the nation. 

Stories: This portion of Isaiah contains a series of declarations against Judah, interspersed with 

hopeful signs, promises of anarchy in Jerusalem, the humiliation of the women of Judah, the restoration 

of Judah, the song concerning the vineyard (Judah as the vineyard), a series of six woes, the horrific 

consequences of those woes, Isaiah’s call to ministry, an historical interlude about Syro-Ephramite war, 

the sign of Immanuel, signs of Judah’s demise given through the names of Isaiah’s children, a reference to 

a messianic king, the ultimate doom of Assyria, comments on a remnant, the arrival of the Assyrians, a 

second reference to a messianic king, a description of the messianic age, and two short songs. 

Brief Summary:  these opening chapters of Isaiah contain condemnations of Judah, references to 

historical events and promises of a restoration of God’s people.  We will look at each of these. 

 The majority of the opening section of this book (Isaiah is divided into six major sections of 

which chapters 1-12 is the first) is focused on God’s accusations against and condemnation of Judah.  The 

nation is compared to children who rebel against their parents, to bodies that have become diseased and a 

woman who has become a prostitute.  They have become murderers, idolaters, those who grind the poor 

into the earth, those who call good, evil and evil, good as well as those whose pride has blinded them to 

the truth.  The nation’s punishment will be chaos (children ruling parents, etc.), the plunder of their 

treasures, and the utter destruction of Judah’s national identity. 

The historical event concerns the war between Judah (with Ahaz as King) and Syria and Israel.  

Syria and Israel attacked Judah but could not take Jerusalem.  Isaiah promises Ahaz that God will deliver 

Judah (this is the meaning of the sign of Immanuel, which will be the offspring of the virgin).  Ahaz 

however does not believe Isaiah and instead strips the Temple bare in order to bribe the Assyrians to 

attack both Syria and Israel.   

The promises of restoration are some of the most famous in the Old Testament because they have 

been tied into the life and work of Jesus Christ.  These include chapter 9, “The people walking in darkness 

have seen a great light….” and chapter 11, “There shall come forth from the shoot of Jesse (King David’s 

father)…”  Both of these texts are used during Advent because they are seen as pointing to the birth of 

Jesus.  Even with the rise of the Davidic heir (who is the son of Jesse) not all of the people of Judah will be 

saved.  Only a remnant will remain.  This idea of the remnant becomes an important theme in this 

portion of the Old Testament. 

In addition to these concepts (which we will see repeated elsewhere in the prophets) there are 

two other noteworthy items.  The first is the call of Isaiah, which is one of the most famous in scripture.  

Isaiah recalls, “In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting upon and throne, high and lifted 

up…and I heard the Lord say, ‘Whom shall I send and who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here I am.  Send 

me.”  The second item is God’s statement, “Come, let us reason together…though your sins are like 

scarlet, they shall be white as snow…”   

1. How do you reconcile God’s decision to allow Judah to fall and yet still maintain a remnant? 

2. Do the actual historical circumstances of the “Advent” texts help you to see them differently? 

3. How has God called you? 


