
Two Year Bible Trek 

Week 68 

Ezekiel 25-32; Psalm 137 

 

Key Concepts: The key concept in this section is that even though God intends to punish Judah 

for their unfaithfulness, through the actions of other nations, God will do the same to those other nations 

because they were evil in the process. 

Stories:  What we will find in this section are oracles against Ammon, Moab, Edom, Philistia, 

Tyre and Egypt.  The oracles against Tyre and Egypt are lengthy. 

Brief Summary:  The first four oracles, those dealing with Ammon, Moab, Edom and Philistia 

are, as one commentary put it, formulaic and comprise their own set within this section.   

Ammon was a nation formed prior to the entry of the Hebrews into the land.  The Ammonites 

were continually at war with Judah and Israel.  Their leaders were behind the assassination of Gedeliah 

which we read about in the end of Jeremiah and Kings.  Moab, which occupied the land east of the Dead 

Sea, was also an ongoing enemy of Israel even though they were ethnically related.    Edom became a 

nation earlier than Israel and was located south and east of the Dead Sea.  They were continually fighting 

with Israel and during the Babylonian period took control of much of southern Judah.  The Philistines 

occupied the southern coastal plain.  They too were in continual warfare with Israel and also exerted 

control over parts of Judah following the Babylonian conquest. 

The theological rationale for the punishment of these four nations becomes apparent in that they 

continually tried to derail God’s plans for Israel and thus God’s plans for the restoration of creation.  The 

language used to describe the actions of these nations is that they “acted revengefully against the house 

of Judah.”  Thus they showed a lack of pity and of justice; two things which God desires. 

The first of the two longer oracles in this section concerns Tyre.  Tyre was a Phoenician (a coastal 

seafaring people) city located on an island off shore from what is now Lebanon.  It had two good harbors 

and was an ally of both Israel and Judah.  In the oracles, Ezekiel declares that Tyre will be destroyed by 

the Babylonians.  This does not occur.  Tyre resists and is only conquered later by Alexander the Great in 

332 BCE.  The reasons for God’s judgments against Tyre are based on Tyre’s inordinate pride and their 

unwillingness to come to the aid of Jerusalem when it fell, even though the two cities had been 

coconspirators against Babylon.  Ezekiel describes Tyre’s fall in terms of the island being wiped clean and 

becoming no more than a rock.  The prophet also describes the mourning of the other Phoenician cities at 

Tyre’s destruction. 

The second longer oracle focuses on Egypt.  Egypt is to be punished for the same reasons as Tyre; 

their prideful behavior and their unwillingness to come to the aid of Jerusalem.  The punishment will 

come on the Day of the Lord (a concept used by prophets since the time of Amos); the day when God will 

judge all gentile nations.  Babylon will be the agent of punishment by destroying this once great nation.  

Egypt will take its place in the underworld with all of the other nations that had opposed Israel and 

Judah.   

Psalm 137 is one the most disturbing of all the Psalms in that it describes the absolute depths of 

despair experienced by the exiles in Babylon and their overwhelming desire to punish Babylon for what 

they have done (“Happy will be the one who takes your little ones and dashes them against the rock”).  

1. What did you think about God’s punishing nations that God used to punish Judah? 

2. How do you deal with the reality that some of Ezekiel’s prophecies did not come true? 

3. How do you come to grips with the despair and anger in Psalm 137? 


