
Two Year Bible Trek 

Week 69 

Ezekiel 33-48 

 

Key Concepts: The key concept in this section is that God is a God of resurrection and will 

restore God’s people to their rightful place in the world. 

Stories:  This section consists of four separate parts.  They are the fall of Jerusalem, the 

resurrection and restoration of Israel, the visions concerning Gog and Magog and finally a vision of the 

restored temple and the return of the Glory of God to the nation. 

Brief Summary:  This section is one that is focused upon death and resurrection.  It was a 

powerful reminder to those in exile, as well as a powerful reminder to us, that God is always a God of 

new life and new possibilities.  Ezekiel begins with his call to be the watchman over Israel who tells the 

people of Judah what is about to befall them.  He is to proclaim that Jerusalem will fall because of the sins 

of those who live there. This section includes Ezekiel getting the news that indeed the city has fallen and 

God’s will has been accomplished.  

The next section describes God’s planned restoration of Israel.  It begins with a vision of evil 

shepherds who had led their people astray.  But Ezekiel then proclaims that God will establish a new 

shepherd, one descended from the lineage of David to rule over them.  Further God will make with them 

a covenant of peace and will send down showers of blessings (34:26) so that they may not only dwell 

securely but be blessed. These showers will be followed by internal renewal.  “And a new heart I will 

give you, and a new spirit I will put within you…and I will put my Spirit within you and cause you to 

walk in my statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances” (36:26-27).  One of the great images from 

this portion of Ezekiel is that of God restoring life to the dry bones of a dead people (37:1-14). 

We next enter into some early apocalyptic writing describing the great cosmic battle between 

God and God’s enemies.  The enemies, Gog and Magog, are described as those from the north.  Because 

there is no specific association of them with a particular nation, people have associated them with 

everyone from Babylon to Russia.  Regardless, it becomes apparent that the battle that is shaping up 

includes all of the Gentile nations allied against God’s people.  God will act to defeat these enemies with 

“pestilence and bloodshed.”  God’s victory will make God’s presence, power and holiness known among 

the nations.  The destruction will be so great that it will take seven years to remove all of the dead and 

bury them.  The result of all of this will be that the house of Jacob will be able to put its shame of exile 

behind it. 

The final section of Ezekiel begins in chapter 40 and concerns the restoration of the Temple.  The 

restoration is critical because only with a Temple can the people of God completely fulfill their religious 

obligations to God.  Ezekiel begins by describing in a vision his being carried to the Temple mount.  The 

Temple images Ezekiel reports are similar to those of Solomon’s Temple in which Ezekiel had probably 

served before being carried into exile.  There is great symmetry in the Temple design which we will 

witness again in Revelation when we read about the New Jerusalem.  Along with the restoration of the 

Temple comes the restoration of God’s presence in Jerusalem.  Recall that the Glory of the Lord had left 

the Temple and Jerusalem and dwelt among the people in exile.  Now it returns (43:4) along with the 

promise that God will dwell there forever.  Even so there will be restrictions on those who can serve in 

the Temple.  No more foreigners or those who were not faithful to God. The book concludes with a series 

of regulations, land divisions and a description of the New Jerusalem. 

1. What do you take away from the images of resurrection and restoration? 

2. How do you deal with the kinds of apocalyptic passages encountered here? 

3. Where do you think that the Glory of the Lord now resides? 


