
Two Year Bible Trek 

Week 71 

Isaiah 40-55 

 

Key Concepts: The key concept is that God announces that Israel has been punished enough and 

now the return from exile will begin. 

Stories: This section of Isaiah begins with an announcement that God is ready to restore Israel, 

and continues with a declaration of God as creator, the judgment of the nations who oppressed Israel, the 

First Servant Song, a prediction of God’s victory, a reminder of Israel’s sins, the restoration of Israel, a 

caustic look at idolatry, the commission of Cyrus of Persia as messiah, the conversion of the nations, 

lamentation over Babylon, the Second Servant Song, more on restoration, the importance of the 

Covenant, the Third Servant Song, coming salvation for the children of Abraham, God’s kingship, the 

Fourth Servant Song, assurance to Israel, and a song of joy. 

  Brief Summary:  While there is still some debate, especially within more evangelical circles, that 

Isaiah is a single book, the majority of scholars believe Isaiah is three books written at three different 

times.   This portion of Isaiah, often called Second Isaiah, is a transitional book.  It begins with the power 

of Babylon waning and the power of Persia growing.  This dates the book sometime around 550 BCE.  

There are several important themes contained with these chapters. 

 The first theme is that of God as creator and ruler of the entire universe.  The writer of Second 

Isaiah is confident that YHWY is not simply one God among many competing for domination.  The God 

of Israel is the one and only God.  “Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the 

everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.” (40:28)  “Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, 

and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god.” (44:6-7)  

What this means is that while Babylon and her gods may believe they are powerful, they are mere putty 

in God’s hands. Thus everything that happened to Israel was God’s doing. 

 The second theme is that of forgiveness and restoration.  The writer makes it clear that a time has 

come when Israel has served its time and God will restore her fortunes.  “Comfort, O comfort my 

people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her 

penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins.” (40:1-2) “For 

the LORD will comfort Zion;  he will comfort all her waste places, and will make her wilderness like 

Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the 

voice of song.” (51:3) Even though the people had not yet returned to the Promised Land, these words 

were intended to give them hope. 

 The third theme is that of the servant.  This portion of Isaiah contains four songs which refer to a 

servant who will save Israel.  There is great debate about the nature of the servant, whether it is an 

individual or the entire nation.  Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul 

delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations.” (42:1) “He was 

despised and rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; and as one from whom 

others hide their faces, he was despised, and we held him of no account. 4 Surely he has borne our 

infirmities and carried our diseases;” Christianity has argued that these songs point to Jesus and his work 

on the cross.  

1. What do you make of Cyrus the Persian being called a messiah? 

2. What does the theme of forgiveness and restoration tell you about God? 

3. Where do you find echoes of Jesus’ ministry in the servant songs? 


