
Two Year Bible Trek 

Week 89 

1 and 2 Thessalonians 

 

Key Concepts: The key concept in these two letters is that the church can thrive even in the face 

of turmoil and persecution. 

 Central Concepts: 1 Thessalonians is the earliest of Paul’s letters probably written sometime 

around 50 CE.  It was quickly followed by 2 Thessalonians.  In these letters Paul deals with practical 

matters (defending his ministry) and theological matters (such as personal holiness and the return of 

Jesus).  One can also sense Paul’s genuine affection for the believers in Thessalonica. 

 Brief Summary: Thanksgiving (1 Thessalonians 1:1-1:10) Paul and the church at Thessalonica 

had a very special and wonderful relationship.  He had established the church and the people felt a great 

fondness for him and he for them.  Paul gives thanks for them and then lifts them up as examples for 

other churches to imitate.  They are a shining demonstration of a community that welcomes outsiders and 

remains faithful in the face of difficulties. 

 Paul’s Defense of His Ministry (1 Thessalonians 2:1-16) Following Paul’s thanksgiving he 

defends his ministry in Thessalonica.  Paul’s opponents had accused him of everything from being a 

flatterer to a greedy heretical scoundrel.  Paul recounts his ministry as one of sacrifice and sincerity.   

 Paul’s Concerns Alleviated (1 Thessalonians 2:17-3:13) Paul was concerned for his friends in 

Thessalonica because of their temptation to believe his critics and forget what he taught them.  So he sent 

Timothy to Thessalonica, and through Timothy’s report learned that everything was fine.  He was thus 

relieved. 

  Paul’s Call for Purity (1 Thessalonians 4:1-12) Paul focuses on a call to marital fidelity as well as 

a call to serve the needs of others; something which the Thessalonians were already doing. 

 Jesus’ Return (1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11) Within the early church there was an expectation that 

Jesus would very shortly return to complete his kingdom work.  Paul addresses this issue by reminding 

the church that those who have died before the coming of Christ are not lost but will be raised at Jesus’ 

return.  He also commends the Thessalonians to be watchful and remain faithful in the interim. 

 Concluding admonitions (1 Thessalonians 5:12-5:28) Paul concludes his letter with a series of 

commands intended to enhance the peace of the community. 

 Opening Thanksgiving (2 Thessalonians 1:1-1:4) As with his first letter Paul begins by 

expressing his thanks for the loving manner in which the church is living out its life together. 

 Condemnation of Opponents (2 Thessalonians 1:5-12) This is one of Paul’s angriest outbursts 

against his opponents.  Using prophetic language he implies that those who oppose him and the church 

will spend eternity in the outer darkness.  He also reminds the church of his prayers for them. 

 Jesus’ Return (2 Thessalonians 2:1-17) Paul again addresses the topic of Jesus’ return.  Evidently 

there were letters, purportedly from Paul, implying that Jesus had already returned.  He reminds the 

church that before Jesus comes “the lawless one” will be revealed and then be slain by Jesus.  As a word 

of encouragement he also reminds the believers that they had been chosen by God for salvation. 

 Closing Remarks (2 Thessalonians 3:1-18) The Apostle concludes with some encouragement as 

well as a warning not to associate with believers who have ceased working because they believe that 

Jesus has already returned. 

1. Why would it be important for Paul to defend his ministry? 

2. What do you make of the discussion about the return of Jesus? 

3. What do you make of Paul’s lashing out at his enemies in 2 Thessalonians? 


